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I.  INTRODUCTION

In April 1996, the White House convened a conference on early childhood 
development at which Hillary Clinton said:

“We know much more now than we did even a few years ago about how the
human brain develops and what children need from their environments to 
develop character, empathy, and intelligence.”

Clinton claimed that “experiences [between birth and three years] can 
determine whether children will grow up to be peaceful or violent citizens, 
focused or undisciplined workers, attentive or detached parents…”



II.  WHY NO GIFT OF PEACE

A child born in 1996 when Mrs. Clinton gave her speech is 13 years old 
this year.  Is the world more peaceful today or more violent? Why there 
is no peace on Earth?

a) We don’t deserve it
Do we all have selfish genes and no empathy? 
But children know peace is possible and they deserve peace

b) We have no clue how to bring about peace
We pray for peace all the time, but do we know how to build peace?
But peace is the most serious business in the world



a)  CHILDREN DESERVE PEACE

Children are often the biggest victims of war and violence.

• They are the most vulnerable

• They do not understand why people fight and go to war

• They cannot rationalize war and age-old conflicts

Children and young people may have the foresight to bring peace
to the world.  They have the most to loose.  And the most to gain.



8 years old Nathania
in Indonesia created this work 

right the seminal tragedy of 
September 11, 2001



12 year old Azadeh in Iran shows in-fighting within families



11 year old 
Miryam in Palestine 

depicts the consequences of 
aerial bombardment



11 year old Tessa in Colorado depicted her desire for peace



b) PEACE IS THE MOST SERIOUS BUSINESS

• At stake is the very survival of our species

• Global military expenditures have risen to more than $1.5 trillion a year, 
according to CIA estimates (this means 2.2 percent of world GDP)

• More than 10 million of us are in uniform, armed and ready to kill

• Thousands of terrorists and fundamentalists of all religions and beliefs 
are also armed and ready to kill

• So, what do we do to bring peace?

• We talk or we demonstrate, to satisfy ourselves or actually to work for 
real and sustainable global peace



III.  WHAT DOES ICAF DO

• Focus on the children to put together the pieces of the peace puzzle
• Gandhi said:  “If we are to teach real peace in this world, and 

if we are to carry on a real war against war, we shall have to begin with the 
children.”

Ester, Age 9, Virginia, USA



IV. ICAF’s MISSION

Since 1997 the International Child Art Foundation has served as the national
art and creativity organization for American children and the international art
and creativity organization for the world’s children.  

Mission

To integrate the arts with science, sport 
and technology for the development of 
children’s creativity and empathy 
– preconditions for  a more just, 
prosperous, and nonviolent  world.

Salaar, Age 10, Pakistan



V.  ICAF PROGRAMS

Peace through Art Program
Peace program for children suffering 
from manmade conflicts which uses art to
identify and reduce the trans-generational 
transmission of trauma and hatred and
Which develops empathy to restore 
children’s trust in humankind.

Healing Arts Program
Art therapy programs to help 
children cope with the trauma caused by
natural disasters so they begin visualizing
themselves as survivors and not victims 
to restore their faith in Nature.

Breanna, Age 11, Mississippi



Arts Olympiad

A free global program for  all children ages 8 to 12 that introduces them to 
the “artist-athlete” ideal of a creative mind and healthy body.

Held every four years, the Arts Olympiad Lesson Plans develop empathy in 
the classroom between athletes and non-athletes, artists and non-artists, boys 
and girls…

The Arts Olympiad is today the world’s largest and most prestigious art and 
sport program for American children and children world over.



World Children’s Festival

• Held every four years on The National Mall in Washington, DC, the World Children’s 
Festival is like an “Olympics” of children’s creativity and imagination.

• Based on ICAF’s peace programs, the festival creates a transformative experience 
which remains a touchstone for children throughout their lives. 

Next Festival:  June 2011



ICAF is trying to make our country truly beautiful… 



… by making our world more peaceful.

www.ICAF.org
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